
 

 

  4 February 2022 

Dear Parents, 

Congratulations to the Prep School who have raised more than £2000.00 through the Elf 

Run for St Luke’s Hospice. 

Celebrations of Chinese New Year took on a variety of forms. The boarders had a feast of 

Chinese cuisine. They will also be attending the celebrations of New Year in Liverpool’s 

Chinatown this Sunday. Ms McCone’s Chapter 8 group made Chinese lanterns, a project 

developed by Ms Watson. There was some discussion about what Year it was and Maxton in 

Chapter 7 explained to me the cultural background to the Chinese understanding of a new 

year. 

One of the greatest pleasures of my job is hearing about initiatives taken by people rather 

than imposed upon them. This week introduced me to the thought process of Joe and 

Ethan in Chapter 7. These young BMX riders had for some time been staring at the forested 

boundaries of our campus and dreaming of the development of a BMX trail in them. Now 

they spend their lunchtimes surveying, making plans, and sketching visions, in hopes of 

persuading the powers that be to allow them to move their idea into a reality. Another 

example are the ideas pouring forth from our students who are undertaking their DofE 

qualification. Their idea is to create a boot exchange. Boots and shin pads which are 

outgrown can be brought to the reception of Pre Prep, Prep or Secondary phase and will be 

organised into an exchange. Pupils and parents will then be able to “swap” the serviceable 

boots they have outgrown for another pair, saving money and the environment. I love this 

idea at almost every conceivable level and will be writing to you to inspire you to scour your 

attic closets in search of the exchangeable boots and shin guards. 

Then there are the uses to which PTA monies are about to be put. A most ambitious and 

transformational plan is the construction of an outside classroom behind the Prep and Pre 

Prep, a project which can only be dreamt of because of the fundraising activity of the PTA, 

the generosity of the Wilton Trust, part of the Liverpool College Foundation, and the 

ingenuity of our own maintenance team. This expansion of learning outside, begun in the 

Forest School will accelerate this way. It is an example of an imaginative vision of teaching 

and learning and a clever creation of more space for these purposes. 



 

 

Another example is the flow of projects which pour forth from Ms Hardisty. Her lambanana 

project is capturing everyone’s imagination. The iconic lambanana is now to be decorated 

and found all over the campus, Ms Pease having been able to procure them from the Active 

Community Enterprise organisation (ACE). These small examples of the original will be 

decorated and strategically placed around the campus to cheer us up and remind us that 

we are LIVERPOOL College. 

Ms Hardisty also hopes to enliven this newsletter and elevate the aesthetic and spiritual 

impact of these weekly emails to you by including in it some of the amazing art our pupils 

and students produce. I enclose her choice for today, a painting by Aleksandra S in Year 12. 

 

The title of the painting is “Broken” and in many ways, like all good art, it is apposite, 

prophetic, and as Picasso would say: a lie which tells the truth. Along with a cost of living 

crisis, a healthcare crisis, a trust in government crisis, and a European security crisis, we who 

work in schools know that we definitely have a wellbeing crisis. 

We learned this morning that referrals to mental health services increased 77% this last term 

for young people across the country, despite the fact that thresholds for such referrals have 

repeatedly been raised. The effects of lockdown are not disappearing but are increasingly 

revealed and made symptomatic. We had anticipated this, and especially in the area of 

academic progress and intervention, we have been able to do a lot about it and will 

continue to do that. But there has also been a pernicious effect which is likely to be more 

difficult to diagnose and address. It does not take any particular form and rather like Covid 

itself it produces a plethora of symptoms but it includes increased levels of anxiety, 

depression, reckless and thoughtless behaviour and existential levels of boredom and 

lethargy. It is particularly prevalent in those whose education was most disrupted. Time 

presumably is the great healer here but it’s necessary to recognize that staff and pupils have 



 

 

been affected and that wherever possible, we should speak openly about some of its 

manifestations. In the secondary phase we have seen the habit of vaping, an unhealthy, 

antisocial, and ultimately inane habit, take hold for many pupils. In 2020, vaping was an 

aberration practised only by those who wished to kick a smoking habit. One could evaluate 

these attempts at self-healing for the heroic and desperate solo actions that they were. Now 

vaping is the rage, something to do which does not appear to have any stigma associated 

with it, despite our efforts to explain how it ruins the lungs and is in no way a habit without 

health effects. I shall be writing to you to give you all the information you need to continue 

this discussion at home and we will continue our educational efforts here. Vaping does 

often lead to noticeable changes in behaviour, increased secrecy, misuse of money, and 

other behaviours which are not going to help any of us feel better in the post-pandemic 

world. 

There were some great sporting events this past week. Oratory School, a boarding school 

near Reading, visited us last weekend and we played out a great match which ended in a 

draw. Now Mr Cook is planning a visit to Oratory as a return fixture. The cheeky chappies in 

the Chapter 7 rugby team travelled to Audenshaw in Manchester, a redoubt of rugby 

excellence and managed to score a try in the last minute and get away with a win. Their 

preternatural confidence will only have been enhanced. The search for tough competition 

goes on. 

Ms Drew reports on a powerful learning moment for Chapter 8 pupils this week: 

On Tuesday, during Personal Development, we were lucky enough to host the Royal Court 

Theatre and their performance of Eve's Story. This play was commissioned by Merseyside 

Police, Liverpool Cultural Education Partnership, and local community groups to tell the story 

of 14-year-old Eve and how she became involved in issues surrounding gangs, knife crime and 

child exploitation. A very powerful and engaging play which was thoroughly enjoyed by all 

staff and pupils who attended. 

May I wish you and yours a dry and pleasant weekend. 

            

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr H van Mourik Broekman 

Principal 

 


